
Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of the saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. 

Amen.
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What is the Apostles' Creed?

• The “Apostles' Creed” was originally referred to as “The Roman Creed” from about AD 140.

• It was affirmed and expanded by the Church at the Council of Nicene in AD 325.

• It was not until Ambrose Archbishop of Milan wrote about the creed in a letter from the Council
of Milan in AD 390 that the name “Apostles' Creed” or “Statements of the Apostles” was used

“Let them give credit to the Creed of the Apostles, which the Roman Church has always kept and
preserved undefiled”

• The Apostles' Creed is the statement of beliefs shared by Christians from all types 
of denominations; with the exception of a few.

• The Nicene Creed is most accepted by Christian denominations around the world.

What is a “creed?”

• A creed (also known as a confession, symbol, or statement of faith) is a statement 
of the shared beliefs of (an often religious) community in the form of a fixed 
formula summarizing core tenets.

 

12 Articles of Faith

• It is commonly held by most churches that there are 12 articles of faith found in 
the Creed. They are as listed below.

1. I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

2. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

3. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.

2                                                                                                                         www.brojamespardee.com



4. Under Pontius Pilate, He was crucified, died, and was buried.

5. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.

6. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

7. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

8. I believe in the Holy Spirit,

9. the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,

10.the forgiveness of sins,

11.the resurrection of the body,

12.and the life everlasting.

• Each article is often associated with a different Apostle. 

1. Peter

2. John

3. James son of Zebedee

4. Andrew

5. Phillip (a. descended to the dead), Thomas (b. rose again)

6. Bartholomew 

7. Matthew

8. James, son of Alphaeus 

9. Simon

10.Jude

11.& 12. Matthias

• We know that the Apostles did not write the Creed.

• Each of the articles can be connected to scripture.
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1. I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

• “All things were created through Him (God), and apart from Him not one 
thing was created that has been created.” -John 1:3

2. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

• “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son...” -
John 3:16a

3. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.

• “The angel replied to her: ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the holy One to be
born will be called the Son of God.” -Luke 1:35

• “to a virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary.” -Luke 1:27

4. Under Pontius Pilate, He was crucified, died, and was buried.

• “So Pilate decided to grant their demand… he handed Jesus over to their 
will.” -Luke 23:24

5. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.

• “For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins according to Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was 
raised on the third day according to Scriptures,” -1 Corinthians 15:3-4

6. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

• “Then after speaking to them, the Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven and 
sat down at the right hand of God.” -Mark 16:19

7. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

• “I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge 
the living and the dead,..” -2 Timothy 4:1

8. I believe in the Holy Spirit,

• “When the Counselor comes, the One I will send to you from the Father – 
the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father – He will testify about 
Me.” -John 15:26
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9. the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,

• “There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female; for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.” -Galatians 3:28

• “And let us be concerned about one another in order to promote love and 
good works, not staying away from our worship meetings, as some 
habitually do, but encouraging each other...” -Hebrews 10:24-25

10.the forgiveness of sins,

• “I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven 
because of Jesus’ name.” -1 John 2:12

11.the resurrection of the body,

• “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
archangel’s voice, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first.” -1 Thessalonians 4:16

12.and the life everlasting.

• “...everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.” -
John 3:16b

Why is the Apostles' Creed Important?

• The Apostles' Creed is more than just a statement. It is a foundation of Christian 
beliefs that holds the Church together, having been built on the first true Christian 
Creed, “Jesus Christ... is Lord of all.” (Acts 10:36)

• Jesus is the cornerstone from which the foundation of the Church was laid. The 
Creed is a part of that foundation. It is the basis for all Christian beliefs set into a 
single, 12 part, statement that helps to bring Christians from every denomination 
onto a common ground. 

• It is used in our baptismal rites today.
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• “Do you believe in God the Father, Jesus Christ our Lord, and the Holy 
Spirit?”

• “Have you accepted His death, burial, and resurrection as the only means 
for your salvation?”

All Scripture taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible.
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